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half and hands the remainder to the bride. The gift of the Meher is considered to seal the marriage contract. When a widow is married the Kazi is also employed, and he simply recites the Kalama or Muhammadan profession of belief, and the ceremony is completed by the distribution of dates to the elders of the caste. Divorce is permitted and is known as talaq. The caste observe the Muhammadan festivals, and have some favourite saints of their own to whom they make offerings of gulgula, a kind of pudding, with sacrifices of goats and fowls. Participation in these rites is confined to members of the family. Children are named on the day of their birth, the Muhammadan Kazi or a Hindu Brahman being employed indifferently to select the name. If the parents lose one or more children, in order to preserve the lives of those subsequently born, they will allow the choti or scalp-lock to grow on their heads in the Hindu fashion, dedicating it to one of their Muhammadan saints. Others will put a kasli or silver circlet round *,the neck of the child and add a ring to this every year ; a strip of leather is sometimes also tied round the neck. When the child reaches the age of twelve years the scalp-lock is-shaved, the leather band thrown into a river and the silver necklet sold. Offerings are made to the saints and a feast is given to the friends of the family. The dead are buried, camphor and attar of roses being applied to the corpse. On the Tija and CJialisa, or third and fortieth days after a death, a feast is given to the caste-fellows, but no mourning is observed, neither do the mourners bathe nor perform ceremonies of purification. On the Tija the Koran is also read and fried grain is distributed to children. For the death of a child the ordinary feasts need not be given, but prayers are offered for their souls with those of the other dead once a year on the night of Shab-i-Barat or the fifteenth day of the month Shaban,1 which is observed as a vigil with prayer, feasts
1 Literally * The Month of Separa-      perform during the year; and all the tion.' It is the eighth month of the      children of men who are to be born and Muhammadan year and is said to be      die in the year are recorded. Though so called because in this month the      properly a fast, it is generally observed Arabs broke up their encampments and      with rejoicings and a display of fire-scattered in search of water. On the      works. Hughes' Dictionary of fs/am, night of Shab-i-Barat God registers all      p. 570. the actions of men which they are to